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Mangroves are rare, spectacular and prolific ecosystems on the boundary between land 

and sea. Mangroves are mostly distributed over 123 countries and territories in the tropical and 

sub-tropical region of the world. India’s contribution is 45.8% of the total mangrove cover in 

south Asia. The objective of the webinar was to provide knowledge and insight of research 

works related to the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of flora of mangrove 

ecosystems to the students and researchers. Two invited speakers from Malaysia and Srilanka 

delivered informative and interactive talks. The present webinar was also aimed to establish 

better networking among Adikavi Nannaya University, AP, India, and University of Malaysia, 

towards future research collaborations. 

 
The inaugural session of the National webinar was started at 10 A.M. on 7th Sep 2021.  

Prof. M. Jagannadha Rao, Honorable Vice chancellor of Adikavi Nannaya University, graced the 

session as Chief Patron. Prof. T. Ashok, Registrar, Adikavi Nannaya University also graced the 

webinar as Patron. Speakers of the webinar were eminent scientists Dr. B. Satyanarayana and Dr. 

K A Sunanda delivered their presentations on Mangrove ecosystem. Invited resource persons 

delivered their presentations through online mode on Coastal Frontiers – Mangroves. Dr. K. 

Ramaneswari, Convener and Principal, University college of Science and Technology, Head of 

the department of aquaculture presented the conveners report followed by Chief patron’s 

message to the participants. Then the technical session started with two resource persons. 

Dr. B. Satyanarayana from Terengganu University, Malaysia spoke about the historical 

importance of Coringa mangrove community, especially in terms of carbon sequestration and the 

pollution like plastic, garbage finally reaching the mangrove for their destruction. He also 

explained about how the Mangroves support fisheries through two main ecological functions i.e. 

their primary productivity, which forms the foundation for marine food chains that support 

fisheries, and their three-dimensional structure, which provides a physical environment suitable 

for many fishery target species. Relatively few fishery species are mangrove residents. Rather most 

of them are transient visitors, using mangrove forests for part of their life-cycle. He lso spoke about 

Malaysia mangrove ecosystems and their significance. 



Dr.K.A.Sunanda from University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka delivered his presentation on the 

importance of carbon absorption by mangroves, how the climatic changes alter the mangrove 

ecosystem and the conservation and restoration strategies for the mangrove ecosystem. He also 

explained how these extra ordinary ecosystems contribute to the wellbeing, food security, and 

protection of coastal communities worldwide and how mangroves support a rich biodiversity and 

provide a valuable nursery habitat for fish and crustaceans. He explained that mangroves act as a 

form of natural coastal defense against storm surges, tsunamis, rising sea levels and erosion. Their 

soils are highly effective carbon sinks, sequestering vast amounts of carbon. 

This platform provided the knowledge on various aspects of mangrove ecosystems. 

Around 100 participants attended this webinar. These presentations inspired the participants 

especially the students who were motivated to develop interest on environmental studies. The 

convener, Dr. K.Ramaneswari, Co conveners, Dr. IJN Padmavathi, Dr.D.Sridhar and the 

organizers from the Departments of Life sciences kindly acknowledge the Honorable Vice 

Chancellor, Prof. M. Jagannadha Rao for the continuous encouragement and logistic support to 

organize the webinar and making the event a grand success. 
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